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Proclamation 8082—National Farm- 
City Week, 2006 
November 8, 2006 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Throughout our history, America’s farmers 

and ranchers have demonstrated the values 
of determination, faith, love of family, and 
patriotism. The contributions of America’s 
farmers and ranchers help keep our economy 
moving forward, and during National Farm- 
City Week we underscore the vital partner-
ship between America’s rural and urban in-
dustries. 

By providing raw materials, energy, and a 
safe and healthy food supply, our farmers and 
ranchers help enrich our lives and create eco-
nomic opportunities across our Nation. As 
good stewards of the land, they help preserve 
the farming industry and way of life for fu-
ture generations. 

Farmers are playing an increasingly impor-
tant role in reducing our dependence on for-
eign oil by growing crops such as soybeans 
and corn that can be used as alternative 
sources of energy. Our agricultural sector 
also cooperates with shippers, processors, 
marketers, transporters, and others to make 
these vital goods available to the public. My 
Administration is committed to helping these 
dedicated individuals succeed, and we must 
continue investing in agricultural research 
programs, working to reduce tariffs and other 
trade barriers, and opening up markets for 
American products overseas. 

During National Farm-City Week, and 
throughout the year, we honor the farmers, 
ranchers, and all those working to build 
strong relationships between our rural and 
urban communities. Our economy is strong 
and growing, and behind the numbers are 
the stories of hard-working Americans who 
help spur our economic prosperity and feed 
our country and the world. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and the laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim November 17 
through November 23, 2006, as National 

Farm-City Week. I encourage all Americans 
to join in recognizing farmers, ranchers, and 
other professionals who work to produce our 
agricultural abundance. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eighth day of November, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand six, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-first. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., November 13, 2006] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on November 14. 

Remarks Following a Cabinet 
Meeting 
November 9, 2006 

The President. Earlier this week the 
American people went to the polls, and they 
cast their ballots for a new Congress. The 
American people made their decision. I re-
spect the results, and so does my Cabinet. 
I want to congratulate the Democrat leaders 
on the victory they achieved for their party. 

In a few minutes, Congresswoman Pelosi 
and Congressman Hoyer will be here for 
lunch. I’m looking forward to that visit. I’m 
also looking forward to my visit with Senator 
Reid and Senator Durbin tomorrow. We’ll 
discuss the way forward for our country, and 
I’m going to tell him what I just told our 
Cabinet: It is our responsibility to put the 
elections behind us and work together on the 
great issues facing America. 

Some of these issues need to be addressed 
before the current Congress finishes its legis-
lative session, and that means the next few 
weeks are going to be busy ones. First order 
of business is for Congress to complete the 
work on the Federal spending bills for this 
year, with strong fiscal discipline and without 
diminishing our capacity to fight the war on 
terror. 

Another important priority in the war on 
terror is for the Congress to pass the Ter-
rorist Surveillance Act. We also need to pass 
the bipartisan energy legislation that’s now 
before Congress. And on the foreign policy 
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front, we need to complete the work on legis-
lation that will allow us to cooperate with 
India on civilian nuclear technology and pass 
trade legislation that will enable us to recog-
nize Vietnam as a member of the WTO. 

As the new Members of Congress and 
their leaders return to Washington, I’ve in-
structed my Cabinet to provide whatever 
briefings and information they need to be 
able to do their jobs. The American people 
expect us to rise above partisan differences, 
and my administration will do its part. 

One of the most important challenges fac-
ing our country is the war on terror, and Iraq 
is the central front in this war. Our country 
now has more than 149,000 men and women 
serving bravely in that country. Whatever 
party we come from, we all have a responsi-
bility to ensure that these troops have the 
resources and support they need to prevail. 
I’m open to any idea or suggestion that will 
help us achieve our goals of defeating the 
terrorists and ensuring that Iraq’s democratic 
Government succeeds. 

Yesterday I accepted the resignation of 
one of the original members of my Cabinet, 
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld. He could not 
be with us today because he’s at Kansas State 
University to deliver the prestigious Landon 
Lecture and to help dedicate the university’s 
military science building as the General 
Richard B. Myers Hall. 

Don has been an outstanding Secretary of 
Defense, a trusted adviser, and a loyal friend 
to me and his fellow Cabinet secretaries. I’ve 
named a good man to succeed Don Rums-
feld, former CIA Director Bob Gates. Sec-
retary Rumsfeld has agreed to stay until Bob 
is confirmed, and I’m deeply grateful to Don 
for his service to our country. 

Thank you all very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:28 a.m. in the 
Rose Garden at the White House. The Office of 
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks. 

Remarks Following a Lunch With 
Representatives Nancy Pelosi and 
Steny H. Hoyer 

November 9, 2006 

The President. We just had a really im-
portant lunch. First, I want to congratulate 
Congresswoman Pelosi for becoming the 
Speaker of the House, and the first woman 
Speaker of the House. This is historic for our 
country. And as a father of young women, 
it is—I think it’s important; I really do. And 
I appreciate Congressman Hoyer coming as 
well. We’ve had a—I would call it a very con-
structive and very friendly conversation. 

Both of us recognize—or all three of us 
recognize that when you win, you have a re-
sponsibility to do the best you can for the 
country. I was pleased with a wide-ranging 
discussion about important issues facing 
America. The elections are now behind us, 
and the Congresswoman’s party won. But the 
challenges still remain. 

And therefore, we’re going to work to-
gether to address those challenges in a con-
structive way. We won’t agree on every issue, 
but we do agree that we love America equal-
ly, that we’re concerned about the future of 
this country, and that we will do our very 
best to address big problems. 

And so I want to thank you for coming. 
This is the beginning of a series of meetings 
we’ll have over the next couple of years, all 
aimed at solving problems and leading the 
country. So, welcome. Congratulations again. 

[At this point, Representative Pelosi made 
brief remarks.] 

The President. Thank you. Steny. 

[Representative Hoyer made brief remarks.] 

The President. Thank you, Steny. Thank 
you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:04 p.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. The transcript 
released by the Office of the Press Secretary also 
included the remarks of Representatives Pelosi 
and Hoyer. 
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